
The Grapevine 

January Highlights 

 Jan.1—Retirement reception for 

Bruce Jacobs, Jan. 4—FTF 

prayer—6:30PM 

 Jan.5—Christian Ed. Mtg.—

7:00 pm 

 Jan.8—Communion Sunday, 

Called Session Mtg.—12:15pm 

 Jan.10—Deacons Mtg.7:00pm, 

Trustees Mtg.—7:30pm 

 Jan.15—Installation of New 

Officers & New Members at 

both services 

 Jan.17—FTF team—7:00PM 

 Jan.24—Stated Session Meet-

ing—7:00PM 

 Jan.25—ROMEOS 12:00pm 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

January 2012 

Sunday  

Worship 
8:30—Traditional  

11:00—Contemporary 
 

Child care  

provided during  

both services. 

 

Sunday School and 

Adult Education 

Classes   

9:45-10:45 

Lancaster Presbyterian Church 

   
Sunday, January 22—Special Guest: Rasheed Akhtar 

We kindly  wel come Rasheed Akhtar who wi l l  be preaching at  

both  servi ces on Sunday,  January 22, 2012.  
 

Rasheed Akhtar came to the US over seven years ago as a refugee from Pakistan after the church 

he was pasturing was bombed by Muslims.  Rasheed was joined by his family in February of 2010.  

Having settled here in Buffalo, he ministers to Muslim students on the University at Buffalo cam-

pus through International Students, Inc. (ISI). 

Sunday January 15 is Religious Freedom Sunday, in preparation 

for Religious Freedom Day on January 16.  The goal of this day is 

to promote and protect public school students' religious expres-

sion rights by informing educators, parents, and students about 

these liberties.  The date coincides with the 1786 passage of the 

Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom. 

Every year since 1996, the president of the United States has is-

sued a proclamation affirming the religious rights of students. 

From President Barak Obama‘s 2011 proclamation- 

― NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the 

United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 

by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim January 16, 2011, as Religious Freedom Day. I call on all 

Americans to commemorate this day with events and activities 

that teach us about this critical foundation of our Nation's liberty, and to show us how we can protect it for 

future generations here and around the world.‖ 

For the complete proclamation and also those of the other presidents, go to  

http://www.religiousfreedomday.com/ 

January Highlights 

Sunday January 15 is Religious 
Freedom Sunday 

http://www.religiousfreedomday.com/
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B eloved, I am still floating in the 

joy of the Christmas musical— 

Dude, You Hear What I Hear?—and 

the glorious receptions following 

these magnificent gospel presenta-

tions.  Many thanks to all of our 

young brothers and sisters who led us 

in the faithful proclamation of the 

Good News of salvation by grace 

through faith in Jesus alone.  We are 

all so very proud of you! 

The Negus family is overwhelmed by 

the loving outpouring of our congre-

gation in gifts, cards, special remem-

brances and generosity.  Thank you 

all for demonstrating your love for us 

in word and deed!  How did it ever 

come to me to be your pastor?  I 

thank our God for all of you, and pray 

that He will keep me ever faithful in 

the call as shepherd to His precious 

flock, and mine. 

As you know, the Lord has been lead-

ing our Fanning the Flame Team and 

Session into a profound sense of ap-

preciation for the compelling Biblical 

case for the centrality of small group 

discipleship in our life together.  I am 

blessed to see my Lisa and the Small 

Group Team pouring over the Scrip-

tures, literature and best practices of 

other congregations in the service of 

this important emphasis for the days 

ahead.  I commend Lisaôs article to 

you in this edition of the Grapevine, 

and continually lift my prayers and 

supplications for our Lord to sustain 

us in the wonderful Purpose, Core 

Values, and Scriptural efforts that He 

is bringing forth in the life of this 

people.  To God be all the praise, 

honor and glory!  Great things He has 

done! 

Merry Christmas, Dear Ones!  And 

Happy New Year! 

I love you with all of my heart! 

Pastor Kelly 
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 Armorbearer Prayer Ministry 
From Pastor Pete Gawron: 

 That the church would see the necessity of revitalizing our gospel outreach and spiritual 

boldness in the proclamation of the gospel.  

 That the youth leaders, youth and I would grasp and discern God's vision for His work at 

LPC and beyond.  

 That I would have the courage and the integrity to share the gospel frequently and boldly.  

 That I always surrender to God's leading and guidance as I minister and carry out my re-

sponsibilities. 

From Elder Rudy Bucci: 

That God would bless me with wisdom to discern His will with the following: 

 Wisdom to fear God more than anything or anyone 

 Wisdom when interacting with my family members 

 Wisdom for my assignments related to the FTF team 

 Wisdom in dealing with church friends so I can be a servant to them for God‘s glory 

 Wisdom in searching for and acting on God‘s plans in the scriptures 

 Wisdom to be fruitful in evangelism 

  Lastly please pray that I too would a prayer warrior 

From Elder Wayne Cole: 

1) My family: Pray that my prayer time with Dottie will continue to increase and that we 

would be very diligent in praying for each other, our children, grandchildren, brothers & 

sisters, and especially for patience in meeting the needs of my elderly mother in Pennsyl-

vania. 

2) Leadership:  Pray for the leaders of Lancaster Presbyterian Church, the community, the 

state and federal governments and the leaders of the world, that they would have wisdom 

in their decision making. 

3) F.T.F.: Pray that the Fanning the Flame Team would continue to seek God's guidance in 

their work and that the congregation would embrace the results of that work. 

4) Self: Pray that through the Holy Spirit that I would increase my personal prayer time and 

that I would spend more time in the Word. 
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Please continue to pray for the development of Small Group ministry: 

1. that our leaders be willing and empowered by the Spirit to think and act coura-
geously outside the box as we think about an evangelism emphasis 

2. that God will multiply the souls that are saved, and that it will begin with us. 

3. that God will empower us and that we will be faithful to model this and gently 
and effectively lead others to do the same 

4. that God‘s will be brought forth, all for His glory and not our own. 

5. Praise that the FTF team is growing in their prayer lives as evidenced as we 
share our prayer visions and discussions on the monthly prayer books. 

 Praise for prayer groups which have sprouted in response to Armorbearer 

 Pray that the whole church would delve deeper into prayer 

 Thankful that we have not found reason for overt corporate repentance, but ask 
that we seek the Lord to recognize areas where we fall short and prioritize in 
addressing them. 

 Thankful for excellent teaching from the monthly seminar series for FTF. 

 Pray that we remember and put into practice what we hear 

 Pray that the congregation would download these presentations and grow with 
us 

 Special prayer focus this month for Pastor Pete Gawron, elder Rudy Bucci and 
elder Wayne Cole.  May our congregation be armorbearers! 
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Deacon’s Beacon 
~by: Shirley Hrycko 

T his month as we are celebrating the birth of our Savior, the Board 

of Deacons would like to wish everyone a Blessed Christmas.  

Each year as we busy ourselves with all the things we think we need to 

do to have a ―nice Christmas‖ there is the tendency to forget what this 

Season is all about.  We all hope you will take some time to reflect on the 

true meaning of Christmas.  I would like to share a poem by Roy Lessin 

in the hopes that it will settle our hearts and cause our minds to reflect 

on: 

Attention:  Change to Jr. /Sr. High  
Youth Group Structure 

~by: Pete Gawron 

The leaders of the Junior & Senior High 

Youth Groups with the knowledge of the 

Christian Education Committee and input 

from some of the members of the Chris-

tian Education Committee have decided to 

incorporate the Junior High Youth Group 

into the Senior High Youth Group program.  The Junior High Youth 

will start meeting with Senior High on Sunday, January 8th from 7:00-

9:00PM.  This decision will be in effect through August but will be re-

evaluated in May.  In June/July you will receive further information 

about the status of this decision.  If you have any questions or concerns, 

please contact Pete Gawron. 

Thank you for your continued prayers for the youth and youth programs 

at LPC. 

GODõS GIFT 

Little baby on the hay,  

Soon thereõll be another day 

When nails shall pierce your hands and feet  

As You provide our sinõs defeat. 

Risen Jesus on the throne,  

We lift our praise to You alone ð 

For Youõre the gift that we receive 

The moment that our hearts believe.  

 Roy Lessin 

Fun & Fellowship Nightða blessing to many ... 
 

 

W e received this nice note from one of the participants of ‗Fun 

and Fellowship‘ thanking us ‗for organizing the Adult Fun 

and Fellowship‘ evenings.   

The note expressed appreciation for the work 

that is put into this successful program with the many 

benefits it holds for LPC participants. 

The benefits are: 

 Finally a place, other than the corner bar and 

restaurant, where we can mingle with adults with-

out child interference. 

 A fellowship that allows singles and couples to mingle together. 

 A good mix of fun and social mingling. 

 No pressure to open congregational homes in order to participate. 

 Sharing the load of snacks and desserts along with the before and after 

preparations. 

 The evenings are fun.  Thank you for all your hard work. 

  ~Signed from a grateful congregation member. 

Please note:  Weather permitting, another Adult Fun and Fellowship 

Evening is on the church calendar for Friday, February 3rd.  Note that 

on your calendar and plan to attend.   

Something new is going to be added!   

We plan to have a table of Mexican Dominoes run-

ning concurrently with the Fun and Fellowship 

mixer.  When snack and dessert breaks are taken – 

the table of Mexican Dominoes will also pause their 

game to mix and mingle with the group.   

It is NECESSARY to sign up EARLY for either the 

Domino table or the Fun and Fellowship group activity, so planning 

may take place.   

Please call Faye @ 716-937-9023 by January 23th, 2012, if you will be 

joining with us for a evening together on Friday, February 3, 2011.   

(Leave Faye a message – note the following: attending for dominoes or 

bunco? can bring a card table?, are you bringing a dessert or snack?, are 

you willing to help with punch, dessert or snack table set up, coffee 

maker or clean-up.  Save Faye a phone call back!  Thank you. 
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Some Suggestions from the Pastor — 1978 

   ~ Jim Allein 

W ell, here we are at the start of a new year.  

After 2011 many of us welcome it in 

hopes it will be better.  Many will say ―It can‘t get 

any worse!‖ 

The start of a new year – we take note of things 

which must be done – take a few pounds off, 

start collecting receipts needed for income tax, 

take a few pounds off, try to remember the reso-

lutions you made on New Year‘s Eve, put all the 

Christmas decorations away (but remember to 

leave one box out for the outside lights which you 

can‘t get to because they are under three feet of 

snow), and, did I say to take a few pounds off.  

And, if you are a chairman of a church committee 

or board, remember to prepare your report for 

the Annual Report before the church secretary 

calls you. 

I happened to pull out one of the Session books 

and found it contained only annual reports of 

LPC.  Usually there is not much in an annual 

report of which to write an article, but this time I 

did find a page from 1978 prepared by our pastor 

at that time, Rev. Dr. Richard D. Rettew.   While 

the annual report was for the previous year of 

1978, he made some suggestions for the new year 

of 1979.  I thought the suggestions very notewor-

thy now since we, as a church, are participating in 

the Fanning the Flame program and I noticed a 

close relationship between his suggestions and the 

current program.  His suggestions are below:  

Lancaster Presbyterian Church 

Annual Report For the year 

1978 
 

THE PASTORôS SUGGESTIONS 

OF . . .Some things to ponder 

and pray about in 1979: 
 

 What would it mean for me to dare to be a 

spiritual leader? 

 What ought to be my response to the Major 

Mission fund? 

 How would my family be blessed if as a 

family we all worshiped together each Sun-

day . . . Father – Mother – Children? 

 How can I be used of God to bring others 

into some form of sharing and nurturing 

fellowship? 

 In addition to the service that I may give 

within the church, where can I give myself in 

service to others outside the church? 

 If I were to stand before God at the doorway 

to heaven and He should ask me, ―Who 

did you bring with you?‖ what would I 

say? 

(signed)  Richard D. Rettew 

 

Good suggestions; I am sure you would agree.  

As 1979 was beginning, LPC was participating in 

a period of some very successful spiritual growth 

programs.  The first was the ―I Found It!‖ cam-

paign in which you would take your witness to 

your neighbor, co-worker, and other acquaintan-

ces by wearing a large lapel pin.  The pin pro-

claimed ―I Found It!‖ in the hopes that the 

person seeing it would ask you what you found, 

thereby providing an opportunity to tell of what 

Christ had done in your life.   

The other program was the Evangelism Explo-

sion program out of the Coral Ridge Presbyte-

rian Church.  Many from this church took the 

training which consisted of memorizing Bible 

verses, learning how to present the Four Spiri-

tual Laws, and then using these techniques as 

teams went to call on visitors and inquirers.  

One of the questions a team member would ask 

was, ―If you were to die tonight and stand be-

fore God, and He were to ask you, ―Why should 

I let you in to my heaven?‖ what would you 

say?‖  What an opening!  This program is still 

used by our Evangelism Committee members. 

Both these programs resulted in a period of 

tremendous spiritual growth within our congre-

gation. 

The Major Mission Fund that is mentioned 

above cannot be ignored either.  The Presbyte-

rian Church (USA) initiated a mission fund drive 

with a given goal for each local church.  Our 

goal was $40,000, and it was successfully met 

over a three year period under the direction of 

Jim Cavanaugh. 

With the exception of the Major Mission Fund 

suggestion I don‘t think the suggestions can be 

called obsolete.  The challenge that each sugges-

tion gives is just as much of a challenge today as 

it was in 1979 – can you be called a spiritual 

leader?; do you worship as a family on Sunday?; 

do you share God‘s love outside the church?;  

and, perhaps the most personal question, ―How 

would you answer to God?‖ 

But then even the Major Mission Fund sugges-

tion can be re-worded to be significant today: 

―What ought to be my response to the church 

spending plan?‖  Your own home cannot sur-

vive without the proper funding to keep food on 

the table, the house in repair, and warm clothing 

in the winter for your family.  The church is the 

same way; it cannot survive without proper funds to 

keep the program active, the utilities paid, and the 

staff compensated. 

Many people use the beginning of a new year to 

make resolutions for themselves.  Resolutions are 

good – but only if we keep them.  In order to keep a 

resolution it needs to be realistic.  We shouldn‘t 

resolve to do something when it is completely out of 

the physical realm of being accomplished.  Pastor 

Rettew made suggestions to the congregation as some-

thing to ponder and work on during the year.  They 

are not resolutions, only suggestions; something to 

think about and work at during the year.  Each one 

has a spiritual significance to it; God‘s help is needed 

to finalize each one.  Prayer is needed to seek God‘s 

wisdom and leading – ―God, I want my family to 

worship together; I want to grow to be a spiritual 

leader; I want to give more to my church; I want to 

witness to my neighbor.  Show me how for your 

sake.  Amen.‖   

Let‘s take these suggestions and use them for the 

coming year; they are as good today as they were 33 

years ago.  Thank you, Pastor Rettew! 

Happy New Year and God bless! 

Annual reports of all groups, commit-
tees, and ministries of LPC are due 
now.  Reports should include all perti-
nent information personnel, and ac-

complishments of 2011.  Please send 
to church office by January 15 .  The 
annual congregational meeting is 
scheduled for February 12, 2012 . 

Closing Information 
Closing information can be found on chan-

nels 2, 4, & 7, and also radio station WBEN, 

930AM.   This information is also found on 

each website.  If Lancaster Schools are 

closed, all evening activities at the church 

are cancelled. 

Church office E-mail: 

lpcoffice@roadrunner.com 

Coming Soon: A new church directory 



branches of government, as well as the unbridled self-

ishness of human beings.  They did all they could to set 

us on a course for greatness.  They not only recognized 

sin, but they recognized the need for people to exercise 

the self-control that can only come from God. 

John Adams said, ―We have no government armed 

with power capable of contending with human pas-

sions unbridled by morality and religion . . . Our Con-

stitution was made only for a moral and religious peo-

ple.‖ 

Noah Webster, "[T]he Christian religion, in its purity, 

is the basis, or rather the source of all genuine freedom 

in government. .. 

George Washington, " Religion and morality are the 

essential pillars of civil society."                              

Benjamin Franklin, [O]nly a virtuous people are 

capable of freedom. As nations become corrupt and 

vicious, they have more need of masters."  "Whereas 

true religion and good morals are the only solid foun-

dations of public liberty and happiness . . . it is hereby 

earnestly recommended to the several States to take the 

most effectual measures for the encouragement 

thereof." 

Today, we are seeing more and more of the effects of 

rejecting the one true God.   We are seeing more and 

more people doing what is right in their own eyes.  

There are many in, and outside of the church, who live 

as though there is no God.   The Bible says, ―The fool 

has said in his heart there is no God.‖ (Psalm 14:1) 

Concerned Women FOR America, and many others, 

are concerned for our country.   We pray daily for 

God‘s revival.   We pray that we as a nation will hum-

ble ourselves and pray and seek God‘s face and turn 

from our wicked ways.   We hope that you will too. 

The next CWA meeting will be at 7:00, Thursday, Janu-

ary 12.  Please join us. 
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Church Family 
Prayer & Notes: 

  

Lift in Prayer: 
Richard Alessi 

Lisa Dunbar 

Betty Lathrup 

Paul and Jamie Burdick 

Dick Fitzgerald 

JoAnn Wischman 

Helen Markham 

Rob Benzel 

Challie Swabb 

Norm Smith 

Jean Rowell 

Joyce Bascom 

Betty Rupp 

Joyce Olivieri 

Joanne Snyder 

Richard Kennedy   

  

LPCôs Military  
Personnel: 

Marc Smith 

Joe Sebaaly 

Lorne McCallum 

Joe Capone 

Steve Schuman 

 

Expanding  
Our Concerns 

Family 

Friends 

LPC Leaders 

Persecuted Church 

Unreached Peoples 

Those Who Govern Us 

Those Who Care for Persons in 

Need 

~by: Gloria Chaves, Prayer Action Leader,  

WNY Concerned Women for America 

R ecently, I was thinking about the name Con-

cerned Women for America.  Many people con-

fuse the name and call it Concerned Women of Amer-

ica.  But no, it is Concerned Women for America.  Is 

there a difference?  I believe there is.   We are not just 

concerned women who happen to live in America.  We 

are concerned for our country and the future of our 

posterity, and we are FOR America.  The United States 

of America is the place to which people from all over 

the globe have longed to come; to escape poverty, 

corruption and oppression.  A perfect place?  No.  An 

exceptional place?  Yes.   There are those who don‘t 

think America is any different than a lot of other 

places, but they are wrong.  Just ask those who have 

struggled to come here, like the Vietnamese man who 

came here with nothing and now owns several conven-

ience stores.  He worked hard and he said, ―America 

very good to me.‖ 

So what is it that has made America exceptional, and 

the goal for thousands of refugees from around the 

world?   Concerned Women for America believe that it 

is God who has made America the haven for the down 

trodden.   Politicians may come and go, but the triune 

God of the Bible is immutable and omnipotent.   We 

ignore Him to our peril. 

Our government was set up as a republic with guaran-

teed freedoms, including freedom of religion, freedom 

of speech, freedom of assembly.   The federal govern-

ment was to be limited in its reach and the state gov-

ernments were meant to be accountable to the people.  

The form of government was established as a new 

form of government, never before seen in the world, 

and it was formed by Christian men who knew the 

power of sin in human nature.   They specifically 

planned for checks and balances to control the various 

Concerned Women of  America 

T hank you to those who went Christmas Car-

oling at Tops and in the church neighbor-

hood on December 14.  We were blessed to be a 

blessing and hope that more of the congregation 

will join us next year.   A friend who is not from 

LPC wrote to tell us about her friend who lives on 

Church Street.  The lady‘s brother had died re-

cently and this is what she wrote on Facebook. 

As my children and I sit here talking about my 

dear brother..there was a loud knock on the 

door..upon opening it, we hear beautiful voices 

sing.."Hark the herald angels sing" 

What a wonderful thing! Thank you Lancaster 

Presbyterian "angels" 

♥ 

Thank You Carolers 



8:30—Contemporary 
11:00—Traditional 

Gregg Gunn Youth-Parent 

Leader & Youth Training 

Winter Break Week — so school means no children‘s choirs or youth groups or Gathering 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Worship 8:30 & 11 

Special Christmas Carols 

at both services 

SS but No AE—9:45 

2 

No Men’s bible study 

3 

10-Joyful Seekers 

1:00—Labies Bible 

4 

No Choirs & YG 

5 

9:30—Gathering 

7:00pm-Christian Ed.  

6 

10:00—Craft Fellow-

ship Lunch 

7 

 

8  Worship 8:30 & 11 
Communion Sunday 

SS & AE—9:45,  Called 

Session Mtg.12:15 

7:30—Senior Hi 

9 

 

10  
7:00PM—Deacons Mtg 
 
7:30PM—Trustees Mtg 

11 

Choirs & YG 

 

12 

9:30—Gathering 

7:00PM—CWA  

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 Worship 8:30 & 11 

SS & AE—9:45 

7:30—Senior Hi 

 

16 

 

 

17 
 

10:00—Joyful Seekers 

7:00PM—FTF team 

18 

Choirs & YG  

 

19 

9:30—Gathering 

20 

 

21 

 

22 Worship 8:30 & 11 

SS & AE—9:45 

 

7:30—Senior Hi 

23 

 

24 

7:00PM—Stated Ses-

sion Meeting 

25 

Choirs & YG 

12:00pm-ROMEOS 

 

26 

9:30—Gathering 

27 28 

 

29 Worship 8:30 & 11 

SS or AE—9:45 

7:30—Senior Hi 

30 

 

31 

10:00—Joyful Seekers 

    

January 2012 

Weekly Schedule 
Sunday 
 Worship at 8:30 & 11:00 am  — Nursery and pre-

school child care during both services  

 Sunday School and Adult Education Classes — LPC & 
PH—9:45-10:45 am 

 Senior High Youth Group — 7:30pm —PH 

 

Monday 
 Men‘s Bible Study—7:00 pm—Waith Hall 

 

Tuesday 
 Joyful Seekers Bible Study—10:00 am (every other 

week) 

 

Wednesday 
 Pizza & Salad Supper—5:30 pm 

 Joy Singers/Youth Bells—6:00 (211)  

 Adult Bells—6:05 — Music Room 

 Cherub Choir—6:15-7:00 at  LPC (114) 

 Youth Fellowship:  King‘s Kids,  Son Chasers & Jr. 
Hi—7:00-8:30—Meet in WH 

 Chancel Choir—7:00 (Sanctuary) 

 

Thursday 
 Gathering In His Name Bible Study—9:30 AM 

 Worship Team Rehearsal—7:30 

January Communion 
will take place on  

Sunday, January 8. 

Plan Ahead Fun & Fellowship Night ð  

Friday, February 3 at 7:00pm.   

Retirement Reception for  
Bruce Jacobs 

Sunday, January 1st 

9:45-10:45 in Waith Hall 

All are invited to come to celebrate Bruce‘s 

many years of service to LPC as our organist. 

Pizza, Youth choirs and 

youth groups will re-

sume on Wednesday, 

January 11th. 

Menôs Bible study will re-

sume meeting on Monday, 

January 9th. 

Sunday, January 22 
Rasheed Akhtar will preach at both services. 
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The Grapevine 

~Lisa Negus 

M erry Christmas brothers and sisters of LPC!  

May God bless you and do His work in your 

hearts during this blessed season of observing the 

birth of our Lord and Savior.  I want you to know 

I‘m so happy to be a part of Lancaster Presbyterian 

Church and that I have great joy as I observe the 

evidence of His faithfulness in the health and vitality 

of our congregation.  This is a people who love 

God‘s Word and deeply desire to live by it…to 

abide in Christ.  When I was given the privilege of 

serving on the Fanning the Flame team, I was ex-

cited to understand that Paul of the New Testament 

was constantly revisiting or writing to the churches 

he had established in order to bring greater health 

and faithfulness to the congregations, by the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  He was constantly praying for 

and working toward their revitalization.  Therein we 

have our biblical model.  We are always to be about 

the revitalization of our church.  Even an awesome 

church like LPC needs to grow in health and faith-

fulness.  This understanding has made me, and the 

other FTF members, energized to be a part of that 

work of the Spirit in our context. 

I am also very blessed to be able to facilitate the 

team that will implement small groups into our 

congregation (Peter Klaasesz, Deb Eaton, Doug 

Dunbar, and Aurelius Chaves), as a part of this 

revitalization process.  Throughout this time, I have 

tried to imagine being  in any one of your places out 

there in the sanctuary hearing about small groups.  I 

believe I would say to myself, ―Is this another pro-

gram?  Are we starting small groups because it‘s the 

cutting edge ―church‖ thing to do, or is this idea 

really biblical?‖  You see, I could not do what I am 

doing if it was not biblical. 

There are many examples of small groups in the 

Bible.  You probably know most of them.  The 

most obvious would be the 12 disciples.  Jesus spent 

the majority of his 3 year ministry investing in the 

disciples, preparing them to go out and do the work 

of ministry when He was gone.  And then there 

were the three: Peter, James and John.  Jesus espe-

cially poured himself into this little group, feeding 

them the Word, praying with them, modeling minis-

try for them and giving them ministry practice.  But, 

I‘ll tell ya, it was the Holy Spirit helping me think 

through Acts chapter 2 that made me unreservedly 

hearts, praising God …. AND THE 

LORD ADDED TO THEIR NUMBER 

DAILY THOSE WHO WERE BEING 

SAVED [caps mine].‖   Notice what key 

elements were a part of their lives: the apos-

tles‘ teaching (which was/is the Word, par-

ticularly the news of the gospel), fellowship, 

eating together, prayer, meeting one anoth-

ers‘ needs.  They gathered both corporately 

(temple courts) and in smaller groups (in 

their homes).  What happened as a result?  

People were saved every day!  These ele-

ments were used by the Spirit to bring more 

people to faith.  This is evangelism.  People 

were drawn by the joy and the love, and 

when they came under the influence of the 

Word, were saved. 

After we—the small group team--studied 

this passage together, we formulated the 

small group definition for Lancaster Presby-

terian Church: ―Joyfully inspired by Acts 2, 

we define ‗small group‘ at Lancaster Presby-

terian Church as people who gather regularly 

for Bible study, the intentional sharing of 

the Gospel, fellowship, sharing around the 

table, prayer, and caring for one another‘s 

needs.  Members will invite someone who is 

not a member of our church, and will divide 

into two groups when membership exceeds 

15.‖ 

Do you know anyone you might like to 

invite into your home or someone else‘s so 

they can hear the gospel?  Would it be easier 

for them to come where a few people are 

gathered, enjoying one another, EATING, 

praying for each other…than for them to 

come to church?  I know some people like 

that, and I can‘t wait to invite them.  I chal-

lenge you to sincerely pray for God‘s leading 

for you and your family in small group min-

istry.  I challenge you to pray for the names 

of people to pray for(!)…that they would 

come to Christ.  Pray with me, and Kelly 

(your shepherd, whom God has struck with 

a passion for the lost through small groups), 

and the small group team, that we all could 

have the privilege of being a part of what-

ever God will do in and through LPC.  

I love you all….Lisa Negus. 

 

committed to the ministry of small groups.  I 

wish you would read it for yourself, the whole 

chapter, even before you finish reading this 

article, if you are really serious about under-

standing and being faithful in your heart and 

mind about where God is leading LPC.  Check 

to see if I am reading it faithfully. 

  At the beginning of the chapter, we have the 

disciples, some of the women who followed 

Jesus, and his mother and brothers waiting in 

Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to come.  Jesus 

had commanded them to do this right before 

returning to Heaven.  It was there in the upper 

room while they prayed that the Holy Spirit 

was first poured out, with the appearance of 

tongues of fire.  The immediate result for that 

occasion was that these believers could speak 

in different languages.  This was amazing and 

wonderful, since it was Passover and people of 

many languages were gathered in Jerusalem.  

They then heard the good news of the gospel 

in their own language, each one.  Peter stood 

up to preach.  He reminded these Jewish peo-

ple of all that the prophets had said concerning 

the Messiah.  He explained how Jesus was the 

Messiah, the fulfillment of every prophecy, the 

very Son of God.  He told them though they 

had crucified Jesus, God had raised him from 

the dead.  Jesus is the rightful heir of the 

throne of David, now reigning at the right 

hand of God the Father.  In verse 37, notice 

the people‘s response: ―When the people heard 

this, they were cut to the heart and said to 

Peter and the other apostles, ‗Brothers, what 

shall we do?‘  Peter replied, ‗Repent and be 

baptized, every one of you, in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins….‘‖  Verse 41 tells the results: ―Those 

who accepted his message were baptized, and 

about three thousand were added to their num-

ber that day.‖ 

So here is the birth of the early church.  The 

people have heard the gospel, believed, re-

pented and been baptized.  So far, so good: 

that is what WE have done, right?  You and I 

have confessed Jesus and received Him as 

Savior and Lord.  But THEN what did the 

early believers do?  How did they live as a 

result of their new birth into God‘s family?  

We can see clearly, beginning in verse 42: 

―They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching, and to the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread, and to prayer….  All the 

believers were together and had everything in 

common…they gave to anyone as he had 

need….continued to meet in the temple 

courts.  They broke bread in their homes 

and ate together with glad and sincere 
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